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- Classification and risk factors

- New biological insights

- Treatment strategies in the present and future



Roschewski, Staudt, Wilson. N Engl J Med 2022



Olszewski, Blood 2023 

Thomas et al, Blood 2023



Olszewski et al. J Clin Oncol 2021

Burkitt Lymphoma International Prognostic Index (BL-IPI)



Unmet need

Roschewski, Staudt, Wilson. N Engl J Med 2022

Risk-Adapted Approach to Burkitt Lymphoma



Roschewski, M. Blood 2021

Balancing Act in Adults with Intermediate-Risk Burkitt lymphoma



Courtesy of Mark Roschewski, MD

Samples et al. Blood 2025 Jun 5;145(23):2762-22767

Progression-Free Survival Overall Survival

Anti-CD19 CAR T-cell Therapy in Relapsed Burkitt Lymphoma



Suboptimal results with (R)-CHOP in BL

High Intensity GMALL
R-HyperCVAD
CODOXM-IVAC
R-daEPOCH
LMB

Higher toxicity high disease burden
HIV +
elderly
comorbidities
limited resources settings

Xicoy et al, Med Clin 2010



CARMEN PROGRAM: short-term dose-dense
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Angelillo et al, ICML 2025

10 centers Italy
Study population: 153 patients
Median follow-up: 84 months (range 10 – 189)





CARMEN: present and near future

EHA HIV Lymphoma Network



SAFETY AND EFFICACY OF CARMEN vs OTHER STANDARDIZED 
CHEMOTHERAPY COMBINATIONS:  INTERNATIONAL RETROSPECTIVE SERIES 
OF HIV-POSITIVE PATIENTS AFFECTED BY BURKITT LYMPHOMA 

19 centers (?) from Germany, Italy, Spain, France, and Croatia. 
Total series: 267 patients
Study population: 222 patients
Median follow-up: 65 months (range 7 – 164) Study of the EHA HIV Lymphoma Network
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» Cancer is the first cause of death in 
children aged 5-14 yrs.  BL is the 
most common pediatric cancer; 60 
cases of BL are are diagnosed and 
treated annually at St Mary’s Lacor



INCTR 03-06: epidemiology 2010- 2012

Courtesy of Calbi V. and INCTR



Treatment protocol at present:

» First Line Treatment:

– Low risk: COM + IT therapy

– High risk: (R)- CHOP +/- IT

» (Second-Line Treatmen: (R)-DHAP +/- IT)

EFS 20-30% (CNS progression in systemic remission)





Mzikamanda et al, Ped Oncol 2025



Xian et al, Front Oncol. 2021 



TAKE HOME MESSAGES

» Sustainability: Optimize existing resources

» Biological insight > tailored therapy

«Arrivando a ogni nuova città il viaggiatore ritrova un 
suo passato che non sapeva più d’avere…»

Italo Calvino, Le città invisibili
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